Vocabulary, People and Places – Chapter 5 Section 1
1. Middle Ages – years between ancient and modern times, from about 500 to 1500.

2. medieval – from the Middle Ages, as in medieval times.

3. feudalism – system of power in Europe in the Middle Age in which kings and queens had the most power, followed by nobles, knights, and peasants.

4. vassal – in medieval Europe, a man who promised to be loyal to a landowner, who in turn gave him a share of land called a fief

5. manor – large estate, often including a village and farmlands, ruled by a lord in medieval Europe.

6. self-sufficient – able to take care of your needs by yourself, without having to trade or depend on other people

7. serf – person who lived on and farmed a lord’s land in feudal times. A serf did not own the land and depended on the lord for protection

8. Charlemagne – king of the Franks who conquered much of western Europe.  

9. Gaul – region of France, Belgium, and parts of Germany and northern Italy occupied by the ancient Gauls.

